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chief examples of this type. The people who live there are always talking
about the weather because it keeps changing. This is quite unlike the
dry belts, where little is said about the weather, because it is almost
always clear. There the water supply is one of the chief subjects of
conversation. The abundance of water at all seasons in regions of cyclonic
storms makes it possible for farmers to live everywhere. People do not
have to be crowded into compact villages near a central water supply as
they do in dry countries. In countries such as France, Germany, and
Poland, to be sure, most of the people live in villages, even though they
are farmers and have to walk a long way to their fields. In the United
States, Canada, and Scandinavia, however, they live on their farms, even
though they are miles from neighbors. This has helped to make the
people of such regions more resourceful and better able to take care of
themselves than those of other parts of the world.
Even Distribution of Polar Precipitation. Finally, well toward the
poles we find some precipitation throughout the year, but chiefly in
summer, the winter being too cold. The amount is small because cold
air cannot hold much moisture.
With certain modifications due to the continents and their relief
the rainfall of any part of the world belongs to one of the types shown
in A73. When these types are understood one can easily judge of the
probable nature of the seasons in any part of the world. Thus one can
appreciate the effect which the seasons are likely to have upon farming
and other industries about which he reads, and also upon his own com-
fort and pleasure if he travels in distant regions.
Our Own Seasons and Weather
The climate in which any one of us lives belongs more or less closely
to one of the types described on previous pages. It will pay to make a
diagram of your local rainfall and temperature according to monthly
averages, and find out how closely it resembles any of those in A73. An-
other interesting thing is to take the daily weather record and plot the
maximum and minimum temperatures day after day for one or two winter
months and for a similar period in summer. The amount of variability
from day to day is normally greater in winter than in summer. Such
a diagram will also show how much the weather varies from day to night
and from one day to the next in cloudy weather compared with clear
weather. The greatest changes usually come at the end of storms. An-
other interesting feature is the size of the changes of temperature from day
to night and from one day to the next in summer compared with winter.
Examine also the precipitation record. How much of the precipitation
comes in the form of rain and how much is snow? How much of the

